This book examines the first human colonization of Asia and particularly the tropical environments of Southeast Asia during the Upper Pleistocene. In studying the unique character of the Asian archaeological record, it reassesses long-held views about the development of human 'modernity'. Ryan J. Rabett proposes that an evolutionary relationship exists between the process of colonization, the challenges encountered during its pursuit -especially in relation to climatic and environmental change -and the forms of human behaviour that emerge as a result. The book argues that human modernity was not something achieved in the remote past in one part of the world but rather that it has developed out of a diverse, flexible and locally contingent process of adaptation; one that continues to this day.
Cambridge University Press 978-1-107-01829-7 -Human Adaptation in the Asian Palaeolithic: Hominin Dispersal and Behaviour during the Late Quaternary Frontmatter Ryan J. Rabett More information List of Figures and Tables 5.4 The small north-facing Es-Skhūl cave and terrace, Mount Carmel. 91 5.5 Map of South, Central and northern Asia, showing the locations of sites discussed in the text. 95 5.6 Lang Rongrien rock-shelter under excavation 1984-5. 111 5.7 Photograph of the immediate environs of the Bukit Bunuh island site from a palaeolake, Lenggong Valley, West Malaysia. 113 5.8 Looking out through the West Mouth entrance to the Niah Caves complex. 116 5.9 Looking north across the 'Hell' trench system as preserved todayCambridge University Press 978-1-107-01829-7 -Human Adaptation in the Asian Palaeolithic: Hominin Dispersal and Behaviour during the Late
